Meeting Summary:
On April 22, 2015, the City and Foodlink met to discuss the Foodlink property at 936 Exchange Street which is no longer used by Foodlink.   Foodlink's goal is to determine the best option for disposition of the property in a socially-minded manner that will also benefit Foodlink.  

936 Exchange Street is among several properties in that neighborhood that formerly comprised the site of Vacuum Oil/Exxon Mobil.  Currently, parcels south of Flint Street, owned by the City of Rochester and DHD Ventures (Tom Masaschi), were accepted into the NYS DEC Brownfield Cleanup Program and are undergoing subsurface investigations and testing to determine the type and extent of contamination.    The City and DHD have been in negotiations with Exxon Mobil and the investigation results will help support those negotiations.  

936 Exchange Street is an identified strategic site within the Vacuum Oil Brownfield Opportunity Area (BOA) Revitalization Strategy.   The NYSDOS granted the City $868,000 to perform environmental and predevelopment studies to help realize the revitalization of the BOA.  

Action Steps for City and Foodlink regarding the property at 936 Exchange Street

1. Key environmental considerations for Foodlink with respect to the status and future of 936 Exchange Street include:

a. The timing of a phase 1 assessment and subsequent phase 2 environmental testing that would both help determine potential cleanup requirements and trigger potential environmental liability for Foodlink as the property owner.
b. The nature and extent of contamination detected and estimated costs to cleanup will influence the options for future reuse of the property and property valuation.
c. Identification of mechanisms to limit Foodlinks liability for contamination that could be attributed to prior owners and operators of the property, in particular ExxonMobil.  This could involve discussions and a potential agreement with ExxonMobil.
d. Foodlink may want to coordinate with the NYSDEC to establish an understanding of the NYSDEC’s expectations of ExxonMobil for refinery related conditions and the level of commitment by ExxonMobil before proceeding with site testing. 
e. A phase 1 site assessment may identify potential uses or findings that occurred after the closing of the refinery site in the 1930’s which could influence liability and discussions with the NYSDEC and ExxonMobil.
f. Foodlink may want to consult with an environmental attorney familiar with state and federal liability issues prior to proceeding with site assessments.

2. Foodlink will reach out to NYS DEC to discuss the State's actions for advancing the remediation of the properties north of Flint Street, including any actions against Exxon Mobil.
· Director of the Division of Environmental Remediation:  Robert Schick
· Telephone: (518) 402-9706
· Email:  robert.schick@dec.ny.gov
· Region 8 Regional Director:  Paul D'Amato
· Telephone: (585) 226-5366
· Email:  paul.damato@dec.ny.gov

3. The City will arrange a meeting with NYSDEC, DHD, City and Foodlink.

4. Foodlink will consider making a call to Exxon Mobil directly to appeal to their conscience regarding the disposition of 936 Exchange St.
· Mark – fill in
· Telephone: 
· Email:

5. The City will send Foodlink a copy of the list of predevelopment studies funded through the BOA program.  BOA funded assistance to Foodlink through the City’s consultant, Bergmann Associates, could include but is not limited to a building condition assessment, geotechnical investigations, asbestos sampling, and a real estate property appraisal.  Under a separate City program the City can fund and perform phase 1 and phase 2 environmental assessments for properties within BOA’s with the owner’s consent. 

6. The BOA program funded structural assessments for strategic buildings in the Vacuum Oil BOA.  The City will send Foodlink a copy of the structural assessment done for 5 Flint Street so that they can see if they would like to take advantage of the opportunity to get a similar assessment of 936 Exchange at no cost to them.  	

7. Foodlink requested that they be included in future meetings that involve the investigation and clean-up of sites around 936 Exchange Street. 
