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University Avenue Improvements and ARTWalk 2 
Enhancements Project 
City Project #08101    PIN 4754.18 

 

Public Meeting No. 3 
December 2, 2009 at 7:00 PM 
Visual Studies Workshop (VSW) 

         
Design Team members in Attendance: 
Paul Way    City of Rochester 
Tom Lichtenthal  Bergmann Associates 
Ted Liddell    Bergmann Associates 
Mark Johns    Bergmann Associates 
Anne Lovely    ARTWalk 
Doug Rice    ARTWalk 
William Cochran  Studio William Cochran  
Teresa Cochran   Studio William Cochran 
Marianne Kroon  Studio William Cochran 
 
All attendees at the meeting are shown on the attached sign in sheet. 
 
This meeting was held  to update  the community on  the development of  the University Avenue Roadway 
Improvement.   Nine  (9) presentation boards were on display of  the  five  (5)  focus areas  (University Ave  / 
Prince  Street  intersection,  Memorial  Art  Gallery  Plaza,  Tower  Apartment  Plaza,  Goodman  Street  from 
University Ave to The Village Gate, and the RMSC), sidewalk concepts, overall plan of the project, and Art 
Call schedule.   This meeting was an open house  format where  the display boards  for each  focus area we 
located on tables around the room and design team members were stationed at each table to review and 
discuss  the  current  design  concepts with  the  residents  and  business  owners  that  attended.    The  plans 
illustrate  the  refinement  of  the  concept plans presented  at  the previous meetings  and  depict what was 
submitted for the 50% submission to the City and State.  Each design team member had comment sheets for 
attendees to pubmit feedback and questions for the design team.  In general, the people in attendance liked 
the concepts presented for he project.  The following are the items discussed or comments raised/discussed 
during the meeting:  

 
1. The use of stone for the Towers plaza wallis a concern because stone walls are a long term 

maintenance problem. The resident said the stone wall that was built near North Goodman and 
Main Street is an example of a stone wall that has not been maintained. 

2. Several people asked about artist calls and stated they were not informed that artist calls were 
going out and have gone out.   
Response: They were directed to check the artwalk website on a regular basis to look for any new 
calls. 

3. Two people commented that they did not like the idea of Prince Street being one way.  
4. One person commented that a pool or water feature should be added to the Towers Plaza. 

our  people  and  our  passion  in  every  pro ject  



 

28 East Main Street  //  200 First Federal Plaza  //  Rochester, NY 14614-1909  //  tel: 585.232.5135  
 

5. Comment was made that screening should be provided at the back of the Towers Plaza to screen 
the Towers recreation yard.  

6. Sue Ann Hung (455‐8024 cell #, 244‐6600 office #) and her parents were concened about the circle 
sidewalk section along N. goodman St. in front of the 5 houses that apartment bldgs. they own. They 
would like the sidewalk to be designed with Feng Shui in mind.   
Response:  The design team will meet with them to discuss their concerns.  

7. The following comments and questions were left on comment forms: 
a. Consider use the RMSC front steps that face East Ave as a venue for musicians and cover it 

with an awning.  
b. Add potted trees to the front of the RMSC.  
c. Include fiber optic signage throughout the project area 
d. Unifying vertical element seems to be kiosks; will Art Walk 1 kiosks be replaced to unify Art 

Walk 1 &2? 
e. Consider adding additional text into Art Walk 1 sidewalks 
f. Will the yard hydrant at the Tower’s Plaza be functional?  Respnse: Yes.  
g. I wish that the presentation would have been a more focused powerpoint type with Q&A 

afterwards ‐ the problem with the informal type is that you end up meeting and talking with 
too many people and you lose your concentration. Looks like everything on the boards was 
in electronic format and that it could have been orchestrated in a more focused manner. 
The boards could have been shown also and resdeints could have had an opportunity to 
provide written comments after the presentation.  

h. Consider adding a stronger visual crossing at Anderson St. with sculpture and lighting 
(maybe low lighting).This becomes even more important because of the unfortunate 
treatment at the western parking lot whose cars will be in full contact with the pedestrian as 
they walk by ‐ too bad the city couldn't buy a 10' swath there. Someday that may yet 
happen ‐ until then all should be done to get people to cross over to the East side at 
Anderson St. ‐ I think that intersection needs more work. Maybe you could take some 
money from the sidewalk in front of the Gallery (or from somewhere else) and put it here. 

i. I can't warm up to the paving treatment in front of the Gallery ‐ it is too rigid, fussy, formal, 
harsh, and probably expensive. I would still like to see some of the old design from Artwalk I 
be incorporated here. In any event I think that this walk needs to be softened. Maybe there 
is a brick or medina stone edge, a colored concrete middle, with the Artwalk I edge design as 
a repeating medallion in the middle. 

j. The idea of a meandering circles along the walkway between University and East Ave is OK 
but what's being shown somehow doesn't do it for me. I actually would rather see a straight 
walk edged with something and relief points along the way at various places. I have no 
problem with straight ‐ especially if it is tree lined, or banner lined, and punctuated 
somehow.  

k. I don't like the gap between the RMSC front steps and the plaza area ‐ make the steps into 
seating for potential learning moments that could take place there. The sculpture or artwork 
should be two sided also. 

l. I hear that a one way Prince Street is still up in the air ‐ though I am not a fan of one way 
generally (and I suspect that it would be a problem if the Broadway theater were to still be 
there) before doing anything – you should test it for a while to see what happens? 

m. Need more trees ‐ banners ‐ pedestrian lights. 
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n. Make sure that the seating being provided is comfortable and would be located in places 
where people would want to sit. 

o. On the whole everything looks very exciting! 
p. I suggest a “community chalkboard” similar to what just won a Rudy Bruner Award in 

Charlottesville, Virginia. It is a wonderful expression/participation/interactive piece! 
q. I want to again emphasize how important it is to have resources and protocols and process 

people and power for maintaining/up keeping not only “Artwalk 2”, but all of the Artwalk.  
r. Artwalk 1 now suffers from not having enough resources for maintaining the Artwalk art and 

other parts of its “infrastructures”  that are so critical to the appearance of the 
neighborhood. 

 
 

The above constitutes our understanding of issues discussed and decisions reached at this meeting.  Please 
notify the undersigned, in writing, with any errors or omissions. 
 
Best regards, 
 
BERGMANN ASSOCIATES 

 
TOM LICHTENTHAL 
Project Manager 
 
 

cc:   NOTA Stakeholders (via email) 
Paul Way, City of Roch.  

  Steve Beauvais, NYSDOT Reg. 4 
Sue Steele, Bergmann 
William Cochran, SWC 
Teresa Cochran, SWC 

      Anne Lovely, ARTWalk 
      Doug Rice, ARTWalk 







Studio William Cochran
Catalytic Public Art Strategies

University Avenue Improvements and                   Enhancements Project

OVERALL PROJECT CONCEPT PLAN

University/Prince Intersection
- Improve Landscape
- Sculpture (Interactive)
- Lighting
- Seating

Ribbon Wall & Village 
Gate Connection
- Light Corridor
- Sculpture
- Interactive
- Seating
- History

Towers Apartment Plaza
- Major Gateway/Hub
- Connect All Four Corners
- Unify All Four Legs
- Interactive
- Seating

Sidewalk
- Day/Night Presence
- Non Linear
- Community Participation
- Surface Art
- Science & Art Themed
- Text Based
- Maintain Existing Trees

Sidewalk
- Text Based
- Unify With ARTWalk Phase I
- Street Trees
- Artist Painted Fence

Kiosk Location Kiosk Location Kiosk

ARTWalk Markers

Kiosk Location

Kiosk Located at Circle 
Street and Main Street 
Location

RMSC
- Science Themed
- Educational
- Water, Science &  
   Technology 
   Concepts
- Family Friendly
- Interactive
- Seating
- Text & Quotes 

RMSC

December 2009
Common Ideas From Community
- Uniform/Unified Design
- Best Practices & Sustainable Approach
- Weaving Unites Physically, Visually & Reflects History
- Lighting Throughout
- Visible Element From Vehicular Users
- Performance & Gathering Spaces Throughout



Studio William Cochran
Catalytic Public Art Strategies

University Avenue Improvements and               Enhancements Project

December 2009SIDEWALK CONCEPTS

North Goodman St
(University Ave to RMSC)

Artistic Circles Designed by Community
- Sandblast or Engraved Images
- Bronze Circles

Bollard Options

Bronze CirclesArtist Circles

Fiber Optic Lighting in Sidewalk

Existing Sidewalk Remains, 
Some Slabs Replaced For 
Lighting

Lit Bollard 
(LED)
Powering
Fiber
Optics

Fiber
Optics in 
Sidewalk



Studio William Cochran
Catalytic Public Art Strategies

University Avenue Improvements and               Enhancements Project

December 2009SIDEWALK CONCEPTS - UNIVERSITY AVE (MAG FRONTAGE)

Engraved Text, Poetry or Quotes 
(Catches Rain, Reflects Sky)

Sidewalk Pavers

Engraved GraniteIlluminated Paver With Text

Lit LED Paver With Engraved Text 
& Embedded Community Stories 

Accessible Via Cell Phone

Colored Concrete or Exposed Aggregate

Stone/Brick Pattern



Studio William Cochran
Catalytic Public Art Strategies

University Avenue Improvements and                Enhancements Project

December 2009Memorial Art Gallery Plaza
Common Ideas From Community
- Create a safe environment
- Make connections
- Open MAG grounds
- Creative Excellence
- Destination/Economic Development
- Community Place
- Neighborhood
- Creativity

Memorial Art Gallery

Landscaping

In collaboration with:
Bayer Associates Landscape Architecture and Planning

Pavement Treatments

Landscape Treatments Lighting

University Avenue

8’ Wide ARTWalk Sidewalks

Stone Seating Elements

Piers and low seat walls 
at entry

8’ Wide
ARTWalk
Sidewalks

Amphitheater 
Seating

Existing Bus Shelter

Sculpture Location
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Studio William Cochran
Catalytic Public Art Strategies

University Avenue Improvements and               Enhancements Project

December 2009UNIVERSITY TOWERS PLAZA
Common Ideas From Community
- ADA Accessible
- Buffer to Traffic
- Trees
- Artistic Element
- Strong Relationship  to Plaza at MAG
- Maintain Green Space & Provide
   Planting Beds

University Ave
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Artistic
Bus Shelter

Low Seat Wall

Mounded Earth With 
ADA Accessible 
Planting Beds
Connection To Existing Sidewalk

Artistic Element

Maintain Existing Trees 
and Shade

Stone Wall

Yard Hydrant

Artistic Seating & Tables

Landscape Buffer from Traffic
and Raised Planters

University Tower 
Apartments



Studio William Cochran
Catalytic Public Art Strategies

University Avenue Improvements and               Enhancements Project

December 2009UNIVERSITY AND PRINCE STREET INTERSECTION
Common Ideas From Community
- Landscaping & Minor Seating at SOTA
- Landscaping & Small Welcome Plaza at MAG
- New Media Sculpture & Plaza at VSW
- Wayfinding Sign
- Crosswalks On All Four Legs
- Bump-outs On All  Four Corners
- Connect All Four Corners Visually

University Ave

School of The Arts
(SOTA)

Memorial Art Gallery
(MAG)

Visual Studies 
Workshop

(VSW)

Pavement Pattern 
Unifies All Four Corners

Wayfinding Sign and 
Kiosk

Landscaping

New Media Sculpture

Pavement Treatments

Wayfinding Sign and Kiosk

Decorative Crosswalks 
at All Four Legs of 
Intersection

8’ Wide ARTWalk
Sidewalks

Artist Panels in Sidewalk 
(Imprints, Etching, Steel 
Plates, etc)

Landscape Enhancement 
at All Bump-outs

Stone Seat Wall/
Retaining Wall

New Media Sculpture 
at Plaza
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Front Reverse Side



Studio William Cochran
Catalytic Public Art Strategies

University Avenue Improvements and                   Enhancements Project

RIBBON WALL AND NORTH TERMINUS December 2009
Common Ideas From 
Community
- Ribbon Wall 

-Lighting
-Vertical & Visible
-Day/Night Presence
-Serpentine
-Connect to Anderson 

     Ave
- Buffer Parking with 
   Screening & 
   Landscape
- Major Light Element at 
   Destination
- Sculpture & Seating at 
   Anderson Ave Corner
- Reflect History of Area
- Connect Goodman & 
   University
- Lighting Throughout
- Crosswalks at 
  Anderson Avenue

Lit Pavers in Sidewalk

Relocated MAG 
Driveway Entrance by 
MAG

Landscaping With Artistic Panels with 2D Artwork Display

Major Suspended
Light Installation

Artistic Bus Shelter 
By Private Donor

Major Suspended Light InstallationMosaic Light PoleRibbon Wall Lit Pavers in Sidewalk Sculptural Art Earth Mounding

Replace Sidewalk and 
Include Slabs With Colorful 
Surface Treated Slabs That 
Relate to History
(Ex. Stamps of Ladies Shoe 
Patterns & Bronze Inlays of 
Litho Plates)
Sculptural Seating

New Light Poles With Mosaic Collars Designed by Artists In 
Collaboration With Students

Decorative Benches

Earth Mounding
Wall With Integrated Seating

Decorative Crosswalks 

N. Goodman Street
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Studio William Cochran
Catalytic Public Art Strategies

University Avenue Improvements and               Enhancements Project

December 2009ROCHESTER MUSEUM  & SCIENCE CENTER PLAZA
Common Ideas From Community
- Enhance Visibility of Science Center
- Interactive, Education Theme
- Focus on Improving Our Environment
- Green Energy Ideas
- Serpentine Sidewalks
- Rain Gardens

Science and Technology Walk
- Dark concrete with sparkle surface
   (Mica)
- Science and technology panels in 
   earthtone concrete 
- Brick border with lit pavers (solar
   powered)

Sidewalk Sidewalk Detail

Major Sculptural Installation by RMSC
- Science and Technology based
- Science and Technology of Past Present and Future
- Interactive
- Family Friendly
- Colorful

Astronomy Walk
- In ground lights to signify constellations
- Education text stamped or engraved

Plaza Area
- Concrete plaza
- Science images sand blasted in concrete
- Informal seating at landscape edge

Rochester Museum 
And Science Center

(RMSC)

Updated Sign by RMSC

Landscaping

Rain Garden

Rain Garden

Secondary Trail
-Fossil Walk
-Educational Stations
-Seating

Lawn
Lawn

Earth Mounds
Remove Existing 
Hedge Row

Prune & Shape 
Existing Vegetation

DARK
CONCRETE

BRICK

LIT
PAVER

WIDTH VARIES

1’

1’

SCIENCE & TECH .
PANEL

TEXT AND GRAPHICS 
WITH SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY CONTENT 
TO BE ENGRAVED OR 

STAMPED IN CONCRETE

SCIENCE & TECH .
PANEL



Studio William Cochran
C atalytic Public Art Strategies

LEGEND

ARTWalk Phase 2
Existing ARTWalk (Phase 1)

CALL SCHEDULE

Art Installation and Call Schedule

Art Call Tentative Release Date

Date Released

December

December

December

unknown

January

November

November

January

December

Bench (6 Total)

Bus Shelter  (2 Total)

Sculpture

Temporary 2-D Art Display Panels

Temporary Art During Construction

New Media Sculpture 

Suspended Light Sculpture 

a

a

a
a

a

DecemberBike Rack (1 total)b

b

c

c

c

e

e

DecemberArtistic Sign Postsd

d

d

d

d

d

f

f

f

f

f

g

g

g

g

Painted Utility Boxes

i

i

December/Jan.Mosaic Light Polesj

j

Sidewalk Art (Imprints, Etchings, Steel Plates and Plaques)

h

h

k

k

l

l

Bench (6 Total)

Bus Shelter  (2 Total)

Sculpture

Temporary 2-D Art Display Panels

Temporary Art During Construction

New Media Sculpture 

Suspended Light Sculpture 

a

Bike Rack (1 total)b

c

e

Artistic Sign Postsd

f

g

Painted Utility Boxes

i

Mosaic Light Polesj

Sidewalk Art (Imprints, Etchings, Steel Plates and Plaques)

h

k

l

University Ave

College Avenue

Memorial Art Gallery

ccccc
l

College Avenue

Arts and Cultural 
Council of 

Greater Rochester

c
eeeehh
University 

Tower 
Apartments

School Of 
The Arts

kk
Visual 

Studies 
Workshop

George 
Eastman House

George 
Eastman House

Rochester 
Museum & Science 

Center

f

i Anderson Artist Building

Village Gate

Anderson Avenue

East Ave

Atlantic Ave
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